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He was allowed to proceed to London, however, where
he learned, by an announcement in the House of Commons
on February 27, 1918,1 that the French Government
would not permit him to land in France. The British Foreign
Office was torn between distrust and fear of anything
labelled Bolshevik and a natural curiosity to learn at first
hand of the events at Brest-Litovsk. Eventually a com-
promise was reached. While Kamenev was not allowed to
enter the portals of Whitehall, two experts connected with
the Foreign Office were designated to meet him privately
and converse with him. One of them received his protests
against the violation of his diplomatic bag, and another
drew from him his impressions of the delegates of the
Central Powers at the Brest Conference. Lest any mis-
apprehension might remain, a Member of Parliament, on
whom Kamenev called, explained to him that the state-
ment made in the House of Commons must be interpreted
as meaning not only that the French Government refused
to recognize him as a diplomatic agent, but that Britain,
too, would have nothing to do with him, and that he must
return whence he had come without delay.

Thus ended the first Bolshevik diplomatic mission
abroad. Kamenev departed, leaving behind him a diversity
of impressions. To one of those who talked with him, he
resembled " a somewhat sinister teddy-bear " ; while to a
lady he had the appearance of a " cinquecento Christ".
All agreed, however, that he was a man of considerable
powers of fascination. But these powers stood him in poor
stead during his return journey to Russia. He was arrested
on the Finnish frontier, on the initiative of the German
military authorities, and remained under detention until
July, when, as a result of an agreement signed between
the Soviet Government and the German Embassy acting
on behalf of Finland, he was released in exchange for
certain Finnish citizens who had been arrested in Petrograd.

1 House of Commons Debates, Hansard (February 27,1918), col. 14:94.